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ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 CIEP-02 OMB-01 TRSE-00 SCEM-02 SCI-06 

INT-08 COME-OO NEA-10 ARA-16 AF-10 DRC-01 /170W 

093098 

R 261551Z DEC 73 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8930 

CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 4703 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENGR 

SUB J : OPEC PRICE INCREASE 
REFS: STATE 249803; STATE 259382 

1. PURSUANT TO REF CABLES, ECON/COUNSELOR MADE 
DEMARCHE AT FOREIGN MINISTRY DECEMBER 22 TO TOMAZ 
ANDRESEN, DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. 
ANDRESEN PLANNED TO TAKE MATTER UP WITH FONMIN 
PATRICIO THAT AFTERNOON. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT 
THERE WAS LITTLE PORTUGAL COULD DO. SINCE THE ONLY 
OPEC COUNTRIES WITH WHICH GOP HAS RELATIONS ARE 
VENEZUELA AND IRAN. 

2. COMMENT: PORTUGAL IS ONE OF CONSUMER COUNTRIES 
LEAST POPULAR AMONG ARABS, BOTH OUT OF LATTER'S 
SOLIDARITY WITH AFRICANS (OSTENSIBLE REASON FOR 

OIL BOYCOTT ANNOUNCED AT ALGIERS SUMMIT) AND BECAUSE 
OF PORTUGUESE COOPERATION WITH US RESUPPLY OF ISRAEL 
DURING RECENT WAR. CONSEQUENTLY, PORTUGUESE 
ADVOCACY WITHIN OPEC UNLIKELY BE EFFECTIVE AND 
COULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 
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